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Legislative chambers to submit state budget proposals

Posted April 7 2007 

 
The Florida House and Senate are scheduled to approve separate
versions of a $70 billion-plus state budget when they return from 
the Passover/Easter break. The chambers then will begin 
negotiations to reach a compromise spending blueprint for the
budget year that will begin July 1. Here are some highlights of the 
two bills:

Both budgets propose a 6.5 percent, or $1.2 billion, increase in 
the $18.1 billion budget to run kindergarten through 12th-grade 
classes. That amounts to an average of $450 more per student, 
but no specific numbers are yet available for Broward and Palm 
Beach counties.

Almost half of the new
money would come
from local property 
taxes. Neither chamber 
has called for a cut in 
property taxes levied to 
pay for public schools.

The best teachers in
Broward and Palm 
Beach counties could 
get bonuses of as much 
as 10 percent, but 
there's no guarantee of 
pay raises for the vast
majority of those who 
work in the schools. 
Gov. Charlie Crist 
wants $295 million to 
fund a new teacher 
merit pay plan that 
would provide bonuses 
of as much as 10 
percent, but the Senate 
has earmarked about 
$147 million and the 
House $200 million.

Traffic could ease under the Senate's $585 million proposal to
speed construction of road improvements already in planning. One 
of the major projects proposed is a $35 million plan to turn HOV 
lanes on Interstate 95 between I-595 and northern Miami-Dade 
County into toll roads.

Instead of spending that money, the House wants to bank at least
$1 billion to help prepare the state for an economic downturn or 
natural disaster.

South Florida voters could be casting their 2008 presidential 
ballots on voting machines with paper trails if legislators agree to 
a $28 million request from Crist to help 15 counties -- including 
Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade -- replace their 
touch-screen devices. But neither chamber has agreed to fund his 
request.

Students at Florida Atlantic University, as well as Broward and 
Palm Beach community colleges, could see their tuition go up by 5 
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percent. After several years of tuition hikes, Crist asked that the 
Legislature forgo an increase this year. But the House and Senate 
have proposedboosting student costs. The average community 
college student would pay $100 more a year; university students 
would face slightly higher costs.

An initiative to clean up the water flowing into Lake Okeechobee -- 
and ultimately into the Everglades -- would get a big funding 
boost, with the House putting $85 million into the project and the 
Senate setting aside $100 million. The current funding is $25 
million.

Everglades restoration would continue to get its $100 million
yearly allocation under both bills.

Broward County, which has been told by the state to look for
places other than the Everglades for new water supplies, could be 
the big loser under a House plan to cut funding to a program that 
helps counties develop alternative sources. The House wants to 
spend $30 million, the Senate $60 million.

About 13,000 developmentally disabled would remain on the 
waiting list for state help under both bills. But the Senate would 
cut funding for the families of about 5,000 disabled who already 
get state help, limiting their assistance to $30,000.

-- Linda Kleindienst, Tallahassee Bureau Chief 
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